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Expert Analysis
By Steve Andersen

BEST BET: Owl (4th race)

First Race

1. Dream Seeker 2. Hoaxer 3. Absolution

A 10-race program with five stakes begins with a maiden race for 2-year-olds at a mile that could produce a few runners for future stakes. ~DREAM SEEKER^, who starts from the
inside post in a field of seven, is slightly preferred over ~HOAXER^ and ~ABSOLUTION^, colts trained by Bob Baffert. Dream Seeker, trained by Michael McCarthy, was second
by three-quarters of a length in a maiden race at a mile on turf at Del Mar on Sept. 4, an improved performance from a third in a similar race on July 26. Dream Seeker is likely to
race as a stalker in this small field. Hoaxer was fourth in the Grade 3 Del Mar Juvenile Turf at a mile on Sept. 5, his first start at the distance. Hoaxer raced wide and closed ground
through the stretch. He will be fitted with blinkers for this start, having worn the equipment in his debut when he finished a fast-closing third in a five-furlong maiden race on Aug.
27. Absolution, who has yet to start on turf, is by young stallion Jack Christopher, the sire of Glycogen, winner of the P.G. Johnson Stakes at 1 1-16 miles on turf for 2-year-old fillies
at Saratoga on Sept. 4. Absolution was sixth in a maiden race at 5 1-2 furlongs on dirt at Del Mar on Aug. 15, racing as close as third before fading in the final furlong. His dam,
Divine Mercy, was a winner at a mile, suggesting this longer trip will suit Absolution.

Second Race

1. Our Moonlight 2. Toaster 3. Thermal

~OUR MOONLIGHT^ will benefit if a speed duel develops in the Grade 3 Chillingworth Stakes for fillies and mares at 6 1-2 furlongs between the filly ~TOASTER^ and mare
~THERMAL^, who are both very easy to like. Our Moonlight has been third in her last two starts in sprints at Santa Anita in March and May. She won an allowance race at a mile
at Los Al in June and closed ground to be second in the restricted Tranquility Lake Stakes at a mile at Del Mar on Sept. 5, never threatening winner Magnificat. This shorter trip, and
the race scenario, may work for Our Moonlight. Toaster is unbeaten in two starts for trainer Bob Baffert, the latest an allowance race at six furlongs at Del Mar on Sept. 4 in which
she led throughout at 4-5. Thermal may have a little more speed than Toaster, but Toaster should be very close to the front throughout. Thermal dueled with the sprint star Sweet
Azteca in the Grade 3 Rancho Bernardo Stakes at 6 1-2 furlongs at Del Mar on Aug. 16, but could not keep and faded to finish second by 4 3-4 lengths. There is nothing as tough as
Sweet Azteca in this field. From an inside post, Thermal will be flying early under jockey Joel Rosario.

Third Race

1. Quattro Passi 2. Deluge 3. Holmby

Trainer Bob Baffert starts half of the six fillies in the Grade 2 Oak Leaf Stakes at 1 1-16 miles and could sweep the trifecta. The potential order of finish, however, can be debated.
~QUATTRO PASSI^ won her second start at six furlongs at Del Mar on Sept. 6, by closing from third to prevail by 9 1-4 lengths as the 11-10 favorite. Trained by Baffert, she starts
from the inside in this field and is expected to be forward early. ~DELUGE^, another Baffert-trained runner, starts from the outside post in her second start, having won a maiden
race at five furlongs on turf at Del Mar on Aug. 28. Deluge closed from fourth to win by a neck over Stormy Sunset, who won a maiden race at Los Al on Sept. 18. Deluge is out of
Theperfectvow, a multiple stakes winner around two turns in Iowa. ~HOLMBY^ won the Grade 3 Sorrento Stakes at six furlongs at Del Mar on Aug. 9 for Baffert, but was a well-
beaten third at 6-1 behind the brilliant Miss Monica, a 2-5 favorite trained by Baffert, in the Grade 1 Del Mar Debutante on Sept. 5. Holmby is part of the first crop by the Baffert-
trained Corniche, who won the 2021 Breeders' Cup Juvenile at Del Mar. Of the Oak Leaf runners not trained by Baffert, the California-bred stakes winner Free Closer merits respect.
She was fourth in the Del Mar Debutante, 2 1-4 lengths behind Holmby.

Fourth Race

1. Owl 2. Jetovator 3. Frank Bullitt

~OWL^, a 4-year-old gelding trained by Neil Drysdale, flew through the stretch to finish second by a neck in an allowance race for California-breds at Del Mar on Sept. 5, nearly
winning for the second time in his last three starts. Owl chased pacesetter ~JETOVATOR^ in that race and will again have Jetovator as an early target in this field of eight going
six furlongs in a statebred allowance race. The longer distance will suit Owl, who stalked the pace when he beat maidens at 6 1-2 furlongs on turf in his second start here in June.
Jetovator, a seven-time winner in 42 starts, is entered for a $20,000 claiming price in his third start following a layoff of nearly seven months. He does not have to lead, showing at
times he can be effective as a stalker. Jetovator will not be far from the front. ~FRANK BULLITT^ was a good second as the 3-2 favorite in a race at this level at five furlongs on turf
at Del Mar on Aug. 14 in his last start. He won an allowance race for statebred sprinters on dirt at Del Mar in July and is allowed to race in the same condition since this race is on
turf. Frank Bullitt will be closely tracking Jetovator and Proof He Goes, who can also race forwardly.

Fifth Race

1. Empire of Ash 2. Angel's Ember 3. D's Four Thumbs Up

The addition of blinkers, a jockey switch, and a return to a maiden race can help ~EMPIRE OF ASH^ win for the first time against statebred 2-year-olds at six furlongs. Trained
by George Papaprodromou, Empire of Ash finished fourth in two starts at Del Mar during the summer, closing from off the pace in a maiden race on Aug. 16 and again in the I'm
Smokin Stakes on Sept. 7. Empire of Ash will be fitted with blinkers for the first time in this race. Edwin Maldonado, effective in getting runners away from the gate, takes the mount
from Antonio Fresu, who recently relocated to New York. ~ANGEL'S EMBER^ will be favored on the strength of a third-place finish on Aug. 16 in the race in which Empire of
Ash was fourth. Angel's Ember started from the inside post and disputed the pace before fading in the final furlong. Juan Hernandez was aboard for that race and retains the mount
for trainer Antonio Garcia. Angel's Ember may prove tough to catch. ~D'S FOUR THUMBS UP^ was second in his debut in a maiden race at 5 1-2 furlongs on Sept. 6 after starting
from an outside post of 10 and racing wide. He did not trouble the frontrunning winner Study Session, who won by 4 1-2 lengths, but did close with interest. Study Session is entered
in Saturday's Speakeasy Stakes on turf.

Sixth Race

1. Arctic Wolf 2. Omaha Spirit 3. Off in the Corner

The Kentucky-based colt ~ARCTIC WOLF^ and filly ~OMAHA SPIRIT^ are hard to separate in the $100,000 Speakeasy Stakes at five furlongs on turf for 2-year-olds. Both have
sufficient speed to set the pace as does High Pronto, who was last of five in the Grade 1 Del Mar Futurity on Sept. 6. Arctic Wolf, trained by Jack Sisterson, finished fourth in the
Kentucky Downs Juvenile Turf Sprint at 6 1-2 furlongs on Aug. 29, setting the pace to the final quarter-mile before losing by three lengths. This shorter trip may help his chances.
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It is worth noting that he won a maiden race at 5 1-2 furlongs at Aqueduct on June 18 by stalking the early pace. Omaha Spirit has won twice against males at Colonial Downs, a
maiden race at five furlongs in July and the Rosie's Stakes at 5 1-2 furlongs on Sept. 7. She set the pace in both starts, and is likely to be in front early under jockey Juan Hernandez.
~OFF IN THE CORNER^ will start from the outside post, if he runs. He is also entered in Sunday's Zuma Beach Stakes at a mile. Off in the Corner was a good third in the Grade 3
Del Mar Juvenile Turf at a mile on Sept. 4, leading by four lengths with a furlong remaining before losing by 1 3-4 lengths. He won his debut in a five-furlong maiden race on turf by
closing from fifth.

Seventh Race

1. Hughes 2. Imperial Honor 3. Net Par

~HUGHES^ has been the dominant juvenile in California this year, winning all three of his starts, a streak expected to continue in the Grade 1 American Pharoah Stakes at 1 1-16
miles. Hughes was 1-5 in the Del Mar Futurity at seven furlongs on Sept. 6. He dueled for the lead while racing outside of a rival and took the lead on the turn before pulling clear to
win by 4 3-4 lengths. Hughes, who is by top stallion Into Mischief, has won three races by a combined 18 1-2 lengths for trainer Bob Baffert. ~IMPERIAL HONOR^, also trained by
Baffert, scored an attractive win in a maiden race at 5 1-2 furlongs on Sept. 7, pulling clear to win by 5 1-4 lengths. Juan Hernandez rode Hughes and Imperial Honor and stays with
Hughes. Joel Rosario has the mount on Imperial Honor for the colt's second start. While he may not beat Hughes in the American Pharoah, Imperial Honor looks to have a big future.
~NET PAR^ is the most experienced runner in the six-horse field, with four starts, including a win in the Graduation Stakes for statebreds at 5 1-2 furlongs on Aug. 7. A month later,
he finished a well-beaten second to Early Encore after a troubled start in the I'm Smokin Stakes for statebreds. Net Par starts at 1 1-16 miles for the first time on Saturday and may
close ground late.

Eighth Race

1. Moment of Valor 2. Courtside Action 3. Saul Elliott

~MOMENT OF VALOR^ returns to a turf sprint after finishing a fair seventh in his first start at 1 1-16 miles on turf in an allowance race at Del Mar on Aug. 22. Moment of Valor
raced inside and did not always have a clear run. Jockey Armando Ayuso kept Moment of Valor on the inside through the stretch and failed to threaten the leaders, losing by 4 3-4
lengths. A clear trip on the outside may have produced a different result. Moment of Valor won his debut in a maiden race at 6 1-2 furlongs on turf here in May racing on the outside.
He can get that sort of trip from post 5 in this field of nine. ~COURTSIDE ACTION^ was sixth by two lengths in his first start on turf in an allowance race at five furlongs at Del
Mar on Sept. 5. He had a wide trip and semed to find his best stride in the stretch. This longer race will suit Courtside Action who won his first two starts convincingly on dirt by
stalking the pace or leading. From post 3, he can be prominent early. ~SAUL ELLIOTT^ returns from a layoff of nearly 10 months with an outside draw in this field. A 3-year-old,
Saul Elliott was second in his lone start on turf in an allowance race at five furlongs at Del Mar last November by stalking the pace. Saul Elliott has been gelded since his last start.
He is trained by Peter Miller who this year has won five races with runners returning from layoffs of at least six months. Got'm Cot'm had an outstanding Del Mar, finishing in the
first three in three starts on dirt. His turf form, however, is not as sharp, leaving the 4-year-old gelding with something to prove in this field.

Ninth Race

1. Tashie 2. Beautiful Dawn 3. Stay Bossy

~TASHIE^ had a fine summer at Del Mar, winning a maiden race by 3 1-4 lengths on July 18 and finishing a very good second in the Generous Portion Stakes for statebred 2-year-
old fillies on Sept. 4. She is well-suited to this allowance race for statebred fillies at 6 1-2 furlongs that serves as a prep race for the $175,000 Golden State Juvenile Fillies at seven
furlongs on Oct. 31. Tashie, who seems to prefer racing as a closer, must beat the capable ~BEAUTIFUL DAWN^, who recorded a fine win in a maiden race for statebred 2-year-
old fillies at six furlongs at Del Mar on Aug. 30 in her first start, stalking the pace before winning by 2 1-4 lengths. The same sort of trip will be advantageous in this field. Beautiful
Dawn figures to be near the front, possibly stalking the outsider Glorys Morning who starts from the inside post. ~STAY BOSSY^ is the most experienced runner in the field with
four starts. Stay Bossy was a well-beaten third in the Generous Portion. She closed from sixth to be third in the stretch but could not keep pace with the first two finishers in the final
furlong. She can easily finish in the top three in this group.

Tenth Race

1. May Day Ready 2. Thought Process 3. Hey Jessie

~MAY DAY READY^ ended a five-race losing streak with an easy win over Miwa in the two-runner One Dreamer Stakes at 1 1-16 miles on turf at Kentucky Downs on Sept. 6. The
One Dreamer, which became a match race when four others were scratched, was a good prep for May Day Ready for the Grade 2 Rodeo Drive Stakes for fillies and mares at 1 1-4
miles on turf. May Day Ready starts in her longest race in the Rodeo Drive. Jockey Kazushi Kimura's job is to ration May Day Ready's tactical speed. ~THOUGHT PROCESS^, who
starts from the inside post, won the Grade 1 Gamely Stakes at 1 1-8 miles on turf here in May, but was beaten a length when second in the Grade 2 Mabee Stakes at that distance at
Del Mar last month. She figures to be prominent throughout this race, judging by her forward style, and is a deserving favorite in the longest race of her career. ~HEY JESSIE^ is a
proven stayer who can be a factor from off the pace for jockey Emisael Jaramillo. Hey Jessie won the Santa Barbara Stakes at 1 1-2 miles on turf here in May. Vronti starts from the
outside post after a win in the CTT-TOC Stakes at 1 3-8 miles on turf at Del Mar in August. Along with Hey Jessie, Vronti thrives at longer distances.


