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Expert Analysis
By Brad Free

BEST BET: King's Ride (5th race)

First Race

1. Incanto 2. Double Jab 3. Travelin' Show

Runner-up by a nose at six and one-half furlongs last out, ~INCANTO^ shortens to six furlongs in this N3L turf starter. The gelding has enough tactical speed to keep the likely
pacesetter in his sights, and can wear down that rival in the stretch. ~DOUBLE JAB^ might be the one they must catch. He chased a fast pace and finished third last out in a Cal-bred
N1X; from the inside post 'JAB seemingly has no option other than speed to the lead and try to wire the field. This is his third start following a long layoff. ~TRAVELIN' SHOW^
returns from a layoff with a solid workout pattern. Even with blinkers off, 'SHOW is likely to be forwardly placed. His races last year vs. Cal-breds and N2L starter company put him
in the hunt.

Second Race

1. Jetway 2. Texas Wildcat 3. Ima Track Star

~JETWAY^ shows up for a $32k claim tag in this maiden sprint at five and one-half furlongs. It's a significant class drop from the MSW he ran in last summer. JETWAY finished
fourth; the first three finishers all returned to win their next start and later won or placed in graded stakes. Adding Lasix for his comeback, racing just five and one-half furlongs,
JETWAY should fire his best shot first start back. His main rival is ~TEXAS WILDCAT^, runner-up his last three starts at this maiden-32 level. 'WILDCAT has speed to be
forwardly placed, and benefits by this this shorter distance after losing ground late at six furlongs. ~IMA TRACK STAR^ enters with the highest figure, albeit on turf. He finished
seventh in that open maiden-50, and now meets easier while switching to dirt. MY MAN JOE ROLDAN, fourth in his debut in a Cal-bred MSW, drops in for tag, first start since
being gelded and first with Lasix.

Third Race

1. Resolve 2. Hey Jessie 3. French Moonlight

~RESOLVE^ is the tepid choice in this $100k turf marathon based largely on her most recent start in a Grade 3 at a mile and one-quarter. RESOLVE missed by a nose behind Take
a Breath, who returned to win another G3 her next start. This field is easier. The main knock on RESOLVE is she has six runner-up finishes and only one win. But she is the "best
horse" in this small field; a mile and one-half is within reach. ~HEY JESSIE^ finished sixth in the same race the top choice exits. A three-time winner, 'JESSIE is an even-paced
grinder who should relish this long distance. ~FRENCH MOONLIGHT^ is a potential pacesetter in a race that is conspicuously short on speed. Though not a true front-runner,
'MOONLIGHT has natural speed to make the front if she wants.

Fourth Race

1. Quick Kate 2. Tiger of the Sea 3. Clubhouse Bride

A terrific runner-up comeback by ~QUICK KATE^ makes her the choice in this Cal-bred N1X. She produced surprising speed, opened up in midstretch, then got collared late. Good
comeback at six and one-half furlongs; now she cuts back to six and has a prep under her belt. She can win with a front-running/pace-pressing trip from the outside (post 5 of 6).
~TIGER OF THE SEA^ adopted a different strategy last out and rallied wide from off the pace to finish only a neck behind the top choice. 'SEA typically produces speed, and is
expected to do just that in this shorter race. ~CLUBHOUSE BRIDE^ dusted a $10k claiming sprint only nine days ago, and wheels back in peak form first off the re-claim by Ian
Kruljac. 'BRIDE has won at this class level; she is entered for the optional $20 claim tag and will rally late.

Fifth Race

1. King's Ride 2. Tamarando Beach 3. Romantic Ride

A sharp maiden victory by ~KING'S RIDE^ makes him the choice in this Cal-bred N1X sprint. He raced closer to the pace than his tough-trip debut, and won going away. The
race earned a decent figure (78 Beyer) and was validated when the third-place finisher won his next start as the odds-on favorite. 'RIDE is a full sibling to multiple stakes winner
Brickyard Yard, and if he continues to improve should be tough to beat facing winners for the first time. ~TAMARANDO BEACH^ looms the upset candidate, returning to dirt
after a respectable comeback prep on turf. He split the field while making his first start in five months. His most recent dirt race was a maiden-claiming romp last fall at Del Mar.
~ROMANTIC RIDE^ did not have a good trip when he stretched to a mile last out. He was never in a good spot, raced wide, and ran flat. But three previous sprints, two wins and a
second on turf, give him a shot. He ran well in his debut on dirt last fall, so the surface switch might not be a big deal.

Sixth Race

1. Chasin Munny 2. Bluegrass Go Go 3. Clever Clover

~CHASIN MUNNY^ could start at a short price in this $12.5k claiming sprint as he drops in for a tag after a solid runner-up finish in a starter allowance. 'MUNNY is a six-win pro
who needs pace to run at, and he should get it racing five and one-half furlongs. ~BLUEGRASS GO GO^ finished nearly four lengths behind the top choice last out after dueling
for the lead. 'GO GO was the only front-runner to stick around; he might like this shorter distance even though he could have company up front. ~CLEVER CLOVER^ drops to the
lowest class level of his career, after being repeatedly stymied in Cal-bred allowance races. He also benefits by a return to dirt.

Seventh Race

1. Greys Over Bays 2. Icons Only 3. Queen Kimbe

Maiden-50s sprint six furlongs on turf; ~GREYS OVER BAYS^ finished second at this class level two starts back before being overmatched and unplaced in a MSW. The pace-
pressing gray meets a jumbled field that does not include a ton of speed. 'BAYS has a forwardly placed style that suits the pace scenario. ~ICONS ONLY^ enters with the highest
speed figures, but the problem is they were earned in route races last summer. This is her first start in a maiden-claiming race; she appears to have worked okay for her return.
~QUEEN KIMBE^ switches riders after an uncomfortable trip finishing seventh in her comeback. With clear sailing and a prep under her belt, she should make a forward move. She
worked fast since raced.
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Eighth Race

1. Silicon Native 2. Son of Oneeyedmama 3. Fighting Thunder

~SILICON NATIVE^, runner-up last out in a MSW at Turf Paradise, makes his local debut in a Cal-bred maiden-12.5k. She has speed, adds blinkers, and trainer Blaine Wright's
starters are running well here. His last 15 starters; 3 wins, 1 second, 5 thirds. 'NATIVE might be the speed of the field. ~SON OF ONEEYEDMAMA^ makes his debut with a string
of decent-looking works for a stable that occasionally pops with firsters. Trainer Hector Palma won in January with a debut sibling to 'ONEEYEDMAMA (Original One), who also
was ridden by Emisael Jaramillo. ~FIGHTING THUNDER^ missed by a neck last out in his return from a four-month break. Decent effort, modest foes here, but he must overcome
the inside post.

Ninth Race

1. Pioneer Prince 2. Ah Jeez 3. Lord Bullingdon

Wire to wire for ~PIONEER PRINCE^? The front-runner is the speed of the field, making his third start following an extended layoff. He led to deep stretch both recent starts vs.
similar company, and will take these as far as he can. 'PRINCE is trained by Doug O'Neill, whose off-the-pace contender ~AH JEEZ^ finished a half-length in front of the top choice
last out while producing his best effort since late 2024. ~LORD BULLINGDON^, stakes winner at 2, drops to $32k claiming after finishing off the board both comeback starts vs.
much tougher.


